CITY OF SALEM
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 16, 2023 – 6:00 PM


I. Call to Order
II. Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance
III. Presentation of Petitions/Public Comments
IV. Mayor’s Report and Presentations

V.  City Council Action
1. Consent Agenda
· City Council Minutes – request approval for 10-02-2023 meeting minutes.
2. Discussion on changes to the procedures to obtain a special event liquor license.
3. Request from the Wabash Communications for extension on time frame to construct their project on the former Brown Shoe factory property.
4. Recommendation from the Salem Planning Commission on zoning for the Wabash property on West Whittaker.
5. Request to purchase additional pipe for the raw water line due to needed repairs.
6. Second reading of proposal for changes to the gas rate structure for residential and commercial users in the City of Salem gas service system.
7. Adoption of Resolution #2023-09 accepting the IHDA’s Strong Communities Program grant funding for demolition of abandoned housing in the amount of $190,000.00.
8. Amendment to the Salem Code of Ordinances regarding Gas installation under Sec. 20-61 to include wording to show the City follows and endorses  the guidelines set forth in the NFPA 54 current edition.
9. [bookmark: _Hlk147924789]Review and approval of Accounts Payable lists for the City of Salem from September 18 through October 13, 2023.
  
VI. City Manager Report with Department Head Updates
   VII.	City Attorney Report
VIII.  City Council Members Report
IX. Executive Session – potential sale of real estate
5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (6) Sale of Real Estate
X. Return to open session
IX.	Motion to Adjourn

	Rex A. Barbee 
City Manager
RAB

Quote of the Day – 

"Cherish your visions and your dreams, as they are the children of your soul, the blueprints of your ultimate achievements." -Napolean Hill 




REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 16, 2023 – 6:00 PM


1. Consent Agenda – Council members have been provided with a copy of the minutes from the prior Council meeting held on October 2, 2023.  Recommending approval of the minutes of October 2, 2023 as presented.
2. Discussion on changes to the procedure to obtain a special event liquor license.  Recent experience with a few groups wanting to have a special event liquor license have occurred with short notice and some rejections due to a lack of time or documentation.  Mayor Farley would like to discuss making some changes including that the request must be made at least 10 days prior to the event and be accompanied with a local licensed liquor establishment.  For discussion.
3. Wabash Communications Company purchased the former Brown Shoe location on West Whittaker Street and S. Maple with plans to develop a structure on the property.  Contingency in the sale was for the construction to begin prior to the end of 2023.  Wabash has contacted the city to request an extension of 12 months to get their construction started and completed.  Work on that block of West Whittaker to realign the roadway has been prohibitive to some of their project moving forward prior to now.  Recommending approval of the extension of the construction time frame for Wabash Communications to the end of 2024 on the West Whittaker/S Maple property.
4. Recommendation from the Salem Planning Commission to change the zoning for parcels located at 601 S. Maple.  The property, formerly the Brown Shoe Company, has a portion of the block zoned RS-5 and Wabash is requesting the property be zoned as industrial as the remaining portion of the block is currently zoned.  This will clear the way for Wabash to construct their planned building without any zoning issues.  The Planning commission met on October 11 and approved the request for action by the City Council.  Requesting approval of the Planning Commission’s recommendation to change the zoning on parcels 1100011222 and 1100011223 from RS-5 to Industrial.
5. Request to authorize the purchase of replacement pipe for the raw water line from Carlyle Lake.  The pipe is a special item that is not carried in stock due to its size, 18” diameter, and is being secured from the manufacturer in Tennessee.  The repairs to the raw water line diagnosed the need for additional pipe to be replaced.  The estimated cost of the piped needed is about $15,000.00. A hard copy of the estimate for the pipe through our vendor was not available at the time of preparing the agenda.   Recommending approval of the purchase of the pipe for repairs to the raw water line that feeds the reservoir.
6. Second reading of the proposed changes to the natural gas rate structure for residential and commercial customers.  The City of Salem gas rate structure has not been upgraded in 10 years and the cost for the meters, service line materials and related costs have all seen a rise during this time frame.  A new gas rate structure is being proposed that breaks the customer category into updated residential and commercial users based on their usage rates and involves a higher flat fee for the meter charge, with adjustments to the rate per therm that the city charges.   The changes in the meter rate will allow the city to be able to better handle the costs for replacement meters and upgrades in the coming months and years.  The rate per therm will have some users seeing a small increase in their monthly portion and some commercial users seeing a reduction in their monthly rate per therms used.  This is the second reading of the proposed changes with rate changes scheduled for January of 2024.  Recommending approval of the proposed changes to the natural gas rate structure effective on Jan 1, 2024.
7. Resolution to accept grant funding from the Illinois Housing Development Authority as part of the Strong Communities Program.  SCIRP-DC has indicated that the City needs to adopt the attached Resolution #2023-09, to reflect its acceptance of the $190,000.00 grant funding to preserve affordable housing efforts by assisting with the rehabilitation and/or demolition of abandoned properties.  The resolution identifies acceptance by the City of the grant funding and authorizes the Mayor and City Manager to sign any necessary documents to facilitate the grant.  Recommending approval of Resolution 2023-09 accepting a grant from the Illinois Housing Development Authority’s Strong Communities Program.
8. Review and adoption of amendment to the verbiage of Sec. 20-61 on installation regulations to include the following wording under part (n) – The gas system follows and enforces the guidelines set forth in the NFPA 54 current edition.  The gas company also has the authority to enforce piping, fittings and other threats to the integrity of the system.  ThIs will provide our gas portion to have the necessary tools to comply with and enforce current guidelines.  Recommending approval of the amendment to the current Salem Code of Ordinances to add the stated wording to the installation regulations under Sec. 20-61 (n).
9. Review and approval of Accounts Payable lists for the City of Salem from September 18 through October 13, 2023.  Council has been provided a copy of the account payables lists for the last month and are being given an opportunity to ask any questions.  Recommending approval of the accounts payable lists as presented.



