SALEM TOURISM BOARD
Minutes of the Regular Meeting
April 10, 2023
5:00 pm

Call to Order

The Salem Tourism Board met Monday, April 10, 2023 at Salem City Hall. 
Chairman Jacob Hockett called the meeting to order at 5:05 pm.  Present were board members Sherry Morton, Brooke Frederick, Leon Chapman, Joy Conner, Chairman Jacob Hockett and Secretary Suetta Oulrey. Janelle Smith was present at 5:20 pm.
Minutes
The minutes of the March 13, 2023 meeting were presented for action.
Leon Chapman made a motion to approve the minutes.  Brooke Frederick seconded the motion.   AYES:  Brooke Frederick, Leon Chapman, Joy Conner, Sherry Morton and Chairman Jacob Hockett.  NAYS:  None. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report

The February and March Treasurer’s Reports were presented for action.
Leon Chapman made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Reports. Sherry Morton seconded the motion.
AYES: Leon Chapman, Joy Conner, Brooke Frederick, Sherry Morton and Chairman Jacob Hockett. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Presentation of Petitions/Public Comments
International Aerobatic Club – Chapter 61 Grant Application.
John Housley of the International Aerobatic Club – Chapter 61 is requesting $1,000.00. The event uses between 25 and 40 hotel rooms for two to three nights, several thousand dollars of fuel and hangar space at the airport and patronize many Salem businesses for dinner, trophies and event supplies.
Leon Chapman made a motion to approve the 1,000 for the International Aerobatic Club Chapter 61. Sherry Morton seconded the motion.
AYES: Joy Conner, Leon Chapman, Sherry Morton, Brooke Frederick and Chairman Jacob Hockett. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Downstate Illinois Annual Commitment for $1500.00 for FY 2024 budget and marketing plan for local tourism and convention bureau grant beginning July 1,2023.
Leon Chapman doesn’t think Tourism should do anymore than the $1500. He doesn’t think Tourism gets that much revenue from this. Joy Conner asked if you are able to still put ads in the guide and times if you are not a partner.

Joy Conner made a motion to approve the $1500.00 Annual Commitment letter. Sherry Morton seconded the motion.

AYES: Joy Conner, Leon Chapman, Brooke Frederick, Sherry Morton, Janelle Smith and Chairman Jacob Hockett. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
Discover Downstate Illinois ads for Fall / Holiday or Guide. Joy Conner wants to do the Fall / Holiday Tourism Times. Janelle Smith suggested a quarter page since there are not a lot of events going on. Joy Conner was fine with a half page ad since there is not much difference in price. Joy Conner said she would do the mock ups for the ads. She needs everyone to get her any information, pictures they would like to see. Jacob Hockett is going to email Christine Orr at Discover Downstate Illinois with deadlines for the ads.
Janelle Smith made a motion for Tourism to do a half page ad in the Fall Tourism Times. Sherry Morton seconded the motion.
AYES: Leon Chapman, Janelle Smith, Sherry Morton, Brooke Frederick, Joy Conner, and Chairman Jacob Hockett.

Joy Conner made a motion for Tourism to do a half page ad in the Holiday Tourism Times.

Janelle Smith seconded the motion.

AYES: Janelle Smith, Sherry Morton, Leon Chapman, Brooke Frederick, Joy Conner and Chairman Jacob Hockett.

NAYS: None. Motion Carried.
Grant Reports
None.
Board Members Report
Leon Chapman had gone to the County Board about lighting up the Court House square at Christmas time. Leon Chapman said all of the feedback he had received was very positive. Leon Chapman said they need help picking out items and getting prices. The board was excited with this idea and thinks it will bring people to Salem. Leon Chapman had asked the board who could help him with this. Janelle Smith asked again why couldn’t use Sweeney’s Corner. Rex Barbee had said Tourism couldn’t use the corner because of events that are scheduled every year. Leon Chapman wants Tourism to check with all business owners to get the whole town lit up at the owner’s expense. Janelle Smith wondered if the board had a budget amount in mind. Joy Conner thinks the board needs to have a plan. Janelle Smith told Leon Chapman she would like to be a part of this and help. Sherry Morton is going to help Chapman go around to the businesses and try to get them involved. The board agreed that the next meeting they would have plans. No decisions were made or voted on.
Adjournment
Chairman Jacob Hockett as there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
Sherry Morton made a motion to adjourn. Brooke Frederick seconded the motion.
AYES: Leon Chapman, Janelle Smith, Brooke Frederick, Joy Conner, Sherry Morton and Chairman Jacob Hockett. NAYS: None. Motion carried.
The next regular Tourism meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 8, 2023.
Suetta Oulrey
Recording Secretary                                                                       
